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Plasma TV of 2007 | £1,800

Pioneer PDP-428XD

High-class flatpanel that firmly makes black this year's black, both in its
stylish appearance and its rendering of super-dark scenes
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An expensive, but supremely

here on value. Reviewed:
Issue 325

Highly commended

Panasonic TH-42PZ700

gifted 1080p, just overshadowed

PIONEER BET EVERYTHING
on black with its Kuro range of
plasma screens, hoping that an
impressive contrast range
would be enough to compel the
average punter to part with
their hard-earned cash. And
considering that the sizeable
outlay of £1,800 for this 42in
plasma doesn’t even include a
stand or wall-mounting bracket,
there was a lot riding on how
dark those shades really were.
The combination of a
staggering contrast range of
16,000:1 with the new Ultra
Black Crystal Layer element
and Pioneer’s deep Waffle Rib
pixel structure with its Direct
Colour Filter, meant that the
results didn’t disappoint us.
The darkest corners of the
darkest scenes in the darkest
movies all look completely and

utterly solid and devoid of
greyness, blue tones and dot
crawl. So prestigious are the
black levels, that we can
confidently say that this is not
only the darkest plasma of the
year, but also the darkest
flatscreen. Ever.

This by itself might have
made the PDP-428XD our
plasma of the year, but this
stunning screen has so much

LCD sets to shame, and the
screen’s 72Hz handling of
1080p/24Hz output from its
Blu-ray player can only be
described as breathtaking.

Completing the package, the
audio output of the PDP-428XD
approaches the high standards
of Pioneer’s dedicated audio
products, while the connection
roster ticks all the boxes. Add to
that high-class design and

"More vibrancy and naturalism

than we've ever seen on a plasma”

more to offer. Colours are a
revelation, displaying more
vibrancy and naturalism than
we’ve ever seen on a plasma.
The clarity and smoothness
with which fast moving objects
are handled puts even the best

numerous picture tweaks and
you have the TV that all rivals
will be trying to copy in 2008 ®

Reviewed: Issue 324
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