GROUP TEST > 42in flatscreen TVs

Pioneer’s claimed contrast ratio eeeeeee 9
of 16,000:1 for the 428XD is the
highest seen on a plasma TV
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RATINGS

STYLE 28, 8.8.0 ¢
EASEOF USE ki
FEATURES Y kkkk
PICTURE ok ok k ok
SOUND 1.2.8.2.8.¢
VALUE Jok K ST
OVERALL 12,2284
TEST SCENE

>Pirates of the Caribbean

The 428XD’s black

levels are simply
groundbreaking during
the night scene where
Barbossa’s crew’s true
skeletal nature is revealed

AT A GLANCE

FEATURES
42in plasma TV %
HD Ready

1024 x 768 resolution
16,000:1 contrast ratio
1080p capable

Digital tuner

Pure Drive processing
HD Digital Film Direct
mode (24fps)

HDMI CEC control

ISF C3 Ready

Ultra black crystal layer
Durect Colour Filter 3
Ambient light sensor
PIP/PAP

Digital photo playback by
USB 2.0

Optional stand and
speakers

CONNECTIONS
Three HDMI inputs
(PC and video)
Three Scarts

(two RGB)
Component

video input
Composite video input
S-video nput

D-Sub PC input
Stereo audio output
Headphone jack
Stereo audio inputs
CAM slot; RF input
USB socket
Subwoofer output
Digital audio output
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eseseee A72Hzplayback mode is

provided for better playback
of 24fps 1080p sources

Pioneer pop-azsxn 0

The smallest of Pioneer’s new ‘Kuro’ plasma screens is
every hit as world-beating as its bigger brother

When we looked at Pioneer’s
'} 50in PDP-508XD plasma

recently, we didn’t just find it
good: we found it positively
revolutionary. So our expectations for
the 42in version of the TV are
understandably sky high.

The design is as classy as ever, with

the high-gloss black chassis and
ultra-robust

As with the PDP-508XD, the
PDP-428XD’s feature count is
prodigious. But one thing stands
out above all else: a world-beating
claimed contrast ratio of 16,000:1 —
a figure which should equate to
amazingly deep black levels.

The technology that makes this
class-leading black level response
possible comprises
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dominating proceedings. More than
ample support comes from a USB 2
jack that can handle digital photos
from USB storage devices, a PC port,
an RS-232 socket (that an engineer
from the Imaging Science
Foundation could use to calibrate the
TV's pictures to perfectly suit your
living environment), and plenty of all
the more common AV options.

Are you receiving, over?

All three HDMIs can, we're delighted
to say, receive the 1080p/24fps
format reckoned to deliver the purest
pictures from Blu-ray and HD DVD
discs. Even better, the PDP-428XD
carries a special 72Hz playback mode
designed to minimise noise and
judder from 24fps sources (on
account of it only needing a simple
3:3 pull-down equation).

Ultra Black Crystal Emissive layer
which increases the plasma cell
discharge efficiency.

The PDP-428XD’s performance is
every bit as marvellous as that of the
PDP-508XD. Those all-important
black levels really are astonishing,
reproducing dark scenes on the
Pirates of the Caribbean Blu-ray disc
with a naturalism that we’ve never
seen before on a 42in TV.

S-video and the like are
down the side of the TV

The provision of three HDMI
inputs is outstanding

When we talk about cinematic
range, we're not just talking
about the TV’s ability to portray
deep blacks, either. We're also
talking about its colour range,
which simply stretches further
than that of any flat TV before,
especially where rich reds (like the
coats of the Port Royal soldiers) and
blues are concerned.

Raspberry ripple

Every ripple on every wave is
reproduced perfectly from the
immaculate Blu-ray transfer too,
even though the screen’s native
resolution is ‘only’ 1024 x 768, and
the terrific crispness of the image is
scarcely spoiled at all by any motion
blur or judder — especially watching
the film in 1080p/24 with the TV's
72Hz mode engaged.

With the PDP-428XD’s excellently
clear and dynamic speakers proving
that Pioneer takes sound as seriously
as vision, really the only downpoint
about the TV is its premium price.
But then if you want the best, you
usually have to pay for it

Not as posh as the TV
wants, but easy to use
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